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The purpose of this paper is to darify the relationship between history and myth in modern Japan. Thus far, most studies have generally agreed that some historians, who described the
Mational Founding Myth which was recorded in the Kojiki and the Nihonshiki, not as “fact,” but as “belief,” were oppressed by the government around the 1893. This paper reconsiders
those assessments by analyzing History of the Empire of Japan, an official history book distributed by the Japanesa Government in the World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago in 1893.

Although this book was compiled by order of the Ministry of Education, it regarded contents of the Kojiki and the Nihonshiki not as totally true but as depending on “the oral records,”
which contained “omissions, emors, and confusion of facts.”
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